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St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Nobleton 
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
February 5, 2023 

 
A G E N D A 

 

1. Call to order & opening prayer      Jeff Loach, Convener 
 

2. Nomination of a secretary 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That Alison Agnew be appointed secretary of the meeting. 
 

3. Consideration and approval of the agenda 
 RECOMMENDATION:  That the agenda be approved as circulated. 
 

4. Consideration and approval of the minutes from February 6, 2022 
 

5. Statement from the Session 
 

6. Consideration and approval of congregational reports (except financial) 
 

7. Election of Managers, Trustees 
 

8. Testimonies   
 

9. Consideration, approval of 2022 summary of accounts & operating report        Paul Austin 
 

10. Consideration and approval of proposed budget for 2023          Paul Austin 
 

11. Courtesies 
 

12. Praise 
 

13. Adjournment 
 

14. Closing prayer 
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From the Pastor… 
 
EVERY YEAR BRINGS CHANGE. But it may have seemed more noticeable in 
2022 around St. Paul’s, as around the world.  We emerged from the 
pandemic, and the good news is that we emerged stronger.  Because 
of our willingness to open our doors to the public as much as was safe 
and legally possible over the course of the pandemic, people joined us 
in person who were looking to worship in community.  And because of 
our willingness to invest in technology, people joined us online who were 
not in a position to be with us in person.  And some, who started online, 
did join us in person!   
 
On top of that, the Board elected to step out in faith and replace the clerestory windows on the 
south side of the building this past year – a job that needed to be done even more than we 
knew at the time – and that left us with a very large tarp that sat with us in worship.  (At least it 
was Presbyterian blue!)  That undertaking was more than mere fenestration; it involved structural 
work that was important for the future preservation of our building.  By God’s grace, we have 
had the funds to complete the project, and can move on to other necessary tasks that will 
facilitate our ministry in the community in the years to come.   
 
We also had a year of change in our music ministry.  Paul Mason kindly gave us a long runway to 
find his replacement, and when we did, his replacement, Dave Torres, lasted only a month due 
to health concerns.  After a few months of searching, Kathleen Kim joined us, and her 
resignation took effect just two weeks into 2023.  So we are on the hunt again for a worship 
leader who will draw us into the presence of the Lord through music. 
 
The church may change, but the Lord of the church never changes.  Let that be of consolation! 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, according to the writer to the Hebrews 
(13.8).  Because that is true, we can know that no matter what may happen to change the 
church or the world, the One on whom we focus will always be the same.  And that’s what 
matters most! 
 
Ministries that were started during the pandemic continued to grow in 2022, such as Drive-Thru 
Prayer, Walk-Thru Christmas, and the Love Bags.  Our LifeConnect Groups continued to meet in 
a combination of in-person and Zoom meetings.   
 
Everything we’ve done for the glory of God has been facilitated by your faithfulness in every 
way, and this booklet chronicles activities that you have made happen, by God’s kindness 
toward us.  Thank you for steadfastly seeking first God’s Kingdom and his righteousness (Matthew 
6.33).  I am confident that we will continue to see the Lord’s church grow in this place as we 
move forward in his strength! 
 
Passionately His, 
Jeff+ 
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ST. PAUL’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NOBLETON 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Held by Zoom due to COVID Restrictions 
February 6, 2022 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING PRAYER   
Jeff Loach opened in prayer. 
 

I. Nomination of Secretary  
A motion was made by Bev Baker and seconded by Paul Austin to nominate Irene Klatt 
as Secretary.  Motion carried. 
 

II. Approval of the 2022 General Meeting Agenda  
A motion was made by John Mullings and seconded by Nancy Heidebrecht to approve 
the 2022 General Meeting Agenda as circulated.  Motion carried.  
  

III. Approval of the Minutes of the 2021 St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church General Meeting  
No errors or omissions to the 2021 minutes were noted.    

A motion was made to adopt the minutes from February 7, 2021 as presented.  Moved 
by Chris McCleave and seconded by Erma Evans.  Motion carried.  

 
IV.  Statement from Session  

There were no questions for John Mullings, the Clerk of Session. Ida Haesler moved that 
the Statement from Session be received for information and this was seconded by Roger 
Klatt.  Motion carried.  
 

V. Consideration of Proposed Trust Deed for St. Paul’s 
The Session has approved the proposed Trust Deed recommended for St. Paul’s as a 
necessary document for good governance.  
A motion was made by Paul Austin for the congregation to approve the Trust Deed and 
to submit it to the Clerk of the Presbytery of Oak Ridges for its required approval. Seconded 
by John Mullings. Motion carried. 
The document requires the signatures of the five noted trustees before it is sent to the 
Presbytery. Chris McCleave advised executing the document in triplicate, one for the 
presbytery and two to be retained on file for the congregation.  
 
Chris McCleave was recognized for his important work with the ecclesiastical lawyers. 
 

VI. Consideration of the Congregational Reports (excluding the financial report) 
There were no additional comments to the reports submitted. Janet Odenwald made a 
motion to receive all the non-financial reports from organizations within the congregation 
for information. Seconded by Ek Heidebrecht. Motion carried. 
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VII.  Board of Managers Reports 
Thanks were extended to the Board of Managers, Chris McCleave, Paul Austin, Kelly 
French and Bob Haesler for their work in the past year. A motion was made to adopt the 
Report of the Board of Managers by Bev Baker, seconded by Erma Evans. Motion 
Carried.  
 

VIII. Election of Board of Managers and Trustees  
 
Election of Board of Managers  
There were no elections for the Board of Managers. 
 
Election of Trustees 
The trustees serve a three-year appointment. The currently serving trustees are Kelly 
French, Harold McDonald, and Marv Lindgren. 
Harold MacDonald has let John Mullings know that he wishes to step down from this role, 
but he is willing to serve as trustee until a replacement can be appointed.   
John Mullings made a motion to give Session the authority to appoint a third trustee on 
the congregation’s behalf. Seconded by Roger Klatt. Motion carried. 
 
Audry Barton asked if non-members or adherents could make or endorse a motion. 
Pastor Jeff Loach explained that they could, and everyone in attendance qualified to 
do this. Only major capital expenditures or the call of a minister were examples of where 
non-members could not participate.  
 

IX. Testimonies were given by Hendrika Ono and Audry Barton.  

 
X. Consideration and approval of the 2021 Operating Accounts & Financial Statements  

 
Summary of Accounts:  

 
 Operating Account:  

 Paul Austin presented the report, noting that:  
 

Giving last year was $217,000, compared to $212,000 in the previous year. Expenditures 
were about $200,000, compared to $194,000 the year before. The church had a budget 
of $260,000, but only spent $200,000 as some projects were not yet completed. The 
church blinds are being replaced now and the large north window is a bigger job than 
originally anticipated. The church closed the year with a balance of $152,796 in the 
bank,  
 
Large South Windows A number of proposals are being considered to fix the large 
windows. They will be presented to the congregation before any action is taken. An 
architect has examined the window and the wall under the window needs more support. 
One of the options may be to close off the window. The cost to repair the window is not 
known yet, although it could be as much as $20,000. 
 
Lighting System Changes are needed. John Mullings is getting estimates from three 
builders, before one will be chosen.  
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The Session Fund had $4,300. Some expenditures were used for the Love Bags. Roger 
Klatt asked if any extremely needy people have been helped from this Fund. John 
Mullings indicated that just last month a family with serious need was helped by the 
Session Fund. The details of the situation are confidential, but we rejoice in being able to 
help those in need. 
 
Financial Statements 
Bev Baker reported that she and David Raju had completed an independent review of 
all the financial records. The records were all accurate and everything was in order. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the 2021 Summary of Accounts and Operating Report by 
Bev Baker. Seconded by Chris McCleave. Motion carried. 
  
 

XI. Approval of the 2022 Budget  
  
Paul Austin reported that the 2022 operating budget of $280,000 will include funding for 
two large church maintenance projects costing about $38,000. These include new blinds 
and the church window, as well as already approved landscaping and planting. The 
manse requires replacement of the front porch, main bathroom and driveway paving. 
The forecasted income of $210,000 to $220,000 is still expected to leave a large surplus of 
about $130,000 when these projects are completed. 
 
The new budget will include hiring a worship leader, as Paul Mason is leaving at the end 
of April. An individual who can sing well and lead the worship team will be sought. Nancy 
Pak was suggested as a resource for her considerable musical abilities on the piano and 
organ.  
 
Roger Klatt asked if there was money in the budget for signage for Drive-Thru Prayer 
Events and for costumes as Audry Barton made and funded them herself in 2021. Ek 
Heidebrecht said there was $1,000 for Misc. Outreach that could be used for this. 
 
Plans are underway to install a new church sign. Ida Haesler asked about this. The front 
sign will be replaced with an electronically controlled one that can easily be changed 
with an app on a phone from within the church or anywhere.  
 
The front sign will also require wiring, the two parking lot lights are Beyond Economical 
Repair (BER), and another pole was removed with no existing wiring. Power supply will be 
needed in the front near the sidewalk where the creche was set up. Is wiring required on 
both sides of the driveway? External outlets were not sufficient for the “Walk Thru 
Christmas” event held in the parking lot. All of these electrical needs will be considered in 
the lighting system changes. The current system has 400 amps and five panels.  
 
The Board will take the lighting requirements Under Advisement. 
 
A motion was made by Erma Evans to adopt the 2022 budget as presented.  Seconded 
by Bev Baker. Motion carried.  Budget is approved.  
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XII. Courtesies  
The floor was opened to those who wished to offer special thanks and 
acknowledgements.  
 
Ek thanked Irene Klatt for sharing her passion in the Drive-Thru Prayer events and in writing 
announcements for the website and the newspaper. She inspired us all to do more and 
increase our level of involvement. 
 
Chris McCleave thanked Bev Baker and David Raju for their independent financial 
records review. 
 
John Mullings thanked both Hendrika and Audry for sharing their testimonies. 
 
Pastor Jeff thanked Erma Evans for her very faithful “sentry” duty at the front door every 
Sunday morning, faithfully ensuring that all covid safety measures are followed.  
   
John Mullings thanked Janet Odenwald for leading the early morning prayer before the 
service every Sunday.  
 
Jeff thanked Paul Austin in advance for his 38th year of dedicated service as treasurer.  
 
Bev Baker thanked Diana for taking over the children’s ministry and engaging the 
children and their parents.  
 

  XIII.  Adjournment  
As a Song of Celebration, the doxology, “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” was 
sung.   
 
A motion was made to adjourn the 2022 Annual Meeting.  Moved by Roger Klatt and 
seconded by Bev Baker.  Motion carried. 

  
XIV. Meeting was closed in Prayer.  

 
Irene Klatt, recording secretary 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the minutes of the February 6, 2022 meeting of the congregation be 
adopted. 
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From the Clerk of Session 
The annual Congregational meeting of St. Paul’s was held on Sunday, February 6, 2022 following 
our worship service.  Here we were given the opportunity of looking back on 2022 and seeing all 
the ways in which the Lord has led us. 
 
We were blessed this year with the ministry of our Pastoral Intern, Alison Agnew, whose preaching 
and prayer were excellent and much appreciated. 
 
A special Christmas offering was requested and was generously subscribed.  This offering will be 
directed to two ministries.  One is our outreach to the ministry of Shawn Kennedy, Chaplain at 
the Race Track and secondly to encourage and build up our Youth ministry. 
 
Our Drive Thru Prayer Ministry had some amazing experiences and blessings.  We plan to 
continue in 2023 and invite you to join the team. 
 
Other Outreach ministry events include “Walk-Thru Christmas, Tree Lighting at the Nobleton 
Library and the King Township lighting event.  In the Walk-Thru Christmas, Jakob Schneider was 
able to bring his sheep adding reality. 
 
The Session was able to return to having their meetings around the table in the Fellowship room.  
Please pray for our Pastor and Elders as well as other leaders in our church.  The Session 
proceeded with election of Elders in November. 
 
The Session is thankful to Diana Loach for her ministry as Director of Children and Family Ministries. 
 
We are pleased to have accepted three members in 2022.  Maria Guglielmin, Nicole Chiponski 
and a return of Liz Brown.  Also pleasing is the fact that Pastor Jeff was requested to celebrate 
some weddings.  Pastor Jeff also conducted baptisms of one adult and two infants. 
 
Amid the joy we experienced this year we were saddened by the loss of some members and 
friends. 
 
Maurice Raney June 18, 2022 
Keith Townsend August 11, 2022 
Joyce Kent  July 27, 2022 
Norma McGrath October 22, 2022 
Ron Wilson  November 10, 2022 
Hendrika Ono  November 30, 2022 
 
Session is presently studying the book BOUNDARIES by H. Cloud and J. Townsend.  We hope to 
be able to share useful principles presented in this book. 
 
You will find other details reported elsewhere in this Annual Report. 
 
Our Session appreciates your ministry and your generosity. 
 
Teaching Elder:  Rev. Dr. Jeff Loach 
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Ruling  Elders:  We will experience some changes. 
 
Bev Baker  Kim Newediuk 
Nancy Boyd  Janet Odenwald 
Erma Evans  Peter Zantingh 
Sheyla Gottardo John Mullings (Clerk) 
Aldo Malatesta 
 
Submitted by J. Mullings, Clerk of Session 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the statement from the Session be received for information. 
 
 
Board of Managers 
Your Board of Managers (Paul Austin, Kelly French and Bob Haesler) had a very busy and 
productive year in 2022. 
 
The big sanctuary window project has been substantially completed, under the capable 
supervision of Bob Haesler.  Our sanctuary is now back to normal.  Kelly French managed the very 
ambitious landscaping project at the church.  The dead, dying and overgrown plants are gone, 
replaced by lower maintenance new growth ones in accordance with a designed plan.  The 
church window blinds have all been replaced, as was the office desk top computer and one of 
the ranges in the downstairs kitchen.  The parging of the church foundation was repaired. 
Together with Session, we have implemented a standard procedure for addressing requests we 
receive to use our facility.  At the manse, the front porch and railings were replaced.  Paul Austin 
diligently handles the spontaneously needed repairs such as lights, doors and plumbing. 
 
As you will note from the Treasurer’s report, our financial position remains healthy even after 
completing some very major projects this year.  Praise be to God, and thank you to our 
congregation for your continued support. 
 
Projects for 2023:  church plumbing repairs, parking lot light replacement, manse bathroom 
renovation and manse driveway paving, etc. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Chris McCleave 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the report of the Board of Managers be adopted. 
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St. Paul's Presbyterian Church - Operating Report For 2022 
TOTAL OPERATING RECEIPTS  229240.29 

 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
Budget Actual  Variance 

from Budget 

STIPEND  71760.00 71760.00 0.00 
SECRETARY 4000.00 2483.78 1516.22 
DIRECTOR CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY 10000.00 9600.00 400.00 
MUSIC CONTRACT 15120.00 6589.80 8530.20 
CLEANING CONTRACT 7440.00 7440.00 0.00 
WORSHIP LEADER 7500.00 5625.35 1874.66 
HEALTH/DENTAL 5058.72 5058.72 0.00 
STUDY LEAVE 1556.82 891.11 665.71 
CHURCH PORTION-PENSION 8776.13 8776.12 0.01 
CHURCH PORTION-CPP&EI 5000.00 5051.39 -51.39 
WORSHIP AND MUSIC 2850.00 3281.91 -431.91 
KIDS, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 5000.00 3747.73 1252.27 
LIBRARY 200.00 0.00 200.00 
OUTREACH 3450.00 2217.08 1232.92 
LIFE CONNECT GROUPS 200.00 0.00 200.00 
TECHNOLOGY 10000.00 3404.98 6595.02 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING 2000.00 166.56 1833.44 
MISCELLANEOUS/HST REBATE -5000.00 -6242.01 1242.01 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 250.00 517.96 -267.96 
SNOW PLOWING 6000.00 6832.32 -832.32 
LAWN CUTTING 3900.00 3672.54 227.46 
CHURCH OFFICE 3000.00 3275.36 -275.36 
CHURCH NATURAL GAS 1350.00 1424.00 -74.00 
CHURCH HYDRO  11000.00 11762.45 -762.45 
CHURCH WATER 1200.00 736.46 463.54 
CHURCH TELEPHONE 1200.00 680.98 519.02 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE 38000.00 84617.98 -46617.98 
CHURCH INSURANCE 5819.20 5739.20 80.00 
MANSE NATURAL GAS 750.00 822.09 -72.09 
MANSE HYDRO  1800.00 1776.05 23.95 
MANSE WATER 1000.00 989.97 10.03 
MANSE TELEPHONE 600.00 512.52 87.48 
MANSE MAINTENANCE 20000.00 5940.95 14059.05 
MANSE INSURANCE 920.00 920.00 0.00 
MANSE TAXES 5460.00 5364.16 95.84 
BANK CHARGES  550.00 755.10 -205.10 
POSTAGE 100.00 103.96 -3.96 
PRESBYTERIANS SHARING 10000.00 10000.00 0.00 
PRESBYTERY ASSESSMENT 3228.00 3228.00 0.00 
MISSIONS  8000.00 9030.00 -1030.00 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 279038.87 288554.57 -9515.70 
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St. Paul's Presbyterian Church - Nobleton 
                         2022 Summary of Accounts 

Operating Account  
Surplus of January 1, 2022 $ 130687.06 
Total Operating Receipts in 2022 229240.29  
Total Operating Expenses in 2022 -288554.57  

Transfers in from Special Funds 10014.71  
   
Surplus as of December 31, 2022 $ 81387.50 

Special Funds  

Church Window Fund Balance as of January 1, 2022 10014.71  

 Transfer to Operating -10014.71  
 Balance as of December 31, 

2022 
0.00  

Session Fund Balance as of January 1, 2022 4369.19  

 Transfer to Love Bag Fund -1238.54  
 Received in 2022 500.00  
 Paid out in 2022 -540.00  
 Balance as of December 31, 

2022 
3090.65  

Christmas Offering 2021 Balance as of January 1, 2022 7726.00  

 Received in 2022 295.00  
 Transfer to Love Bag Fund -8021.00  
 Balance as of December 31, 

2022 
0.00  

Christmas Offering 2022 Received as of December 31, 
2022 7510.00  

Love Bag Fund Balance as of January 1, 2022 0.00  

 Transfer from Christmas Offering 8021.00  
 Transfer from Session Fund 1238.54  
 Received in 2022 6550.00  
 Paid out in 2022 -6539.51  
 Balance as of December 31, 

2022 
9270.03  

Total received for all designations in 2022 
 244095.29 

Total expenditures for all purposes in 2022 -295634.08 

Combined Surplus as of January 1, 2022 152796.96 
Combined Surplus as of December 31, 2022 101258.18 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the 2022 Operating Report and Summary of Accounts be adopted. 
 
It should be noted that the 2022 financial records were independently reviewed by Bev Baker 
and David Raju according to the guidelines in the Treasurers’ Handbook of The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, and all records were found to be completely accurate and in order.  
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The budget for 2023 is included as a separate attachment. 
 

 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the 2023 Budget be adopted. 
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Reports of organizations within the congregation 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That all reports from organizations within the congregation be received for 
information. 
 
 
Children & Family Ministries 
Junction Ministries – Children’s and Family Ministry 
 
2022 was an exciting one in our ministries:  some new things, some changes, and some return of 
favourite things. 
 
In anticipation of the return to in-person gatherings, the Session approved a change to our 
ministry names.  Our FirstLink remains the same – this is the place where our littlest of attendees 
get to spend time with our weekly volunteer in a safe and playful setting.  Next, we have 
Junction.  Junction is the weekly gathering of our Kindergarten to Grade 5 students.  Here we 
spend our time taking a deeper look at the Bible focus that our families’ At Home boxes 
introduced. 
 
The biggest name change was for the overall ministry area: “Junction Ministries – Where Faith 
and Family Connect”.  All of our ministry endeavours seek to encourage not just the faith of our 
children, but also the development and deepening of faith in the family unit. 
 
Easter Sunday was a glorious day!  Most importantly, it was Easter.  What added to the 
celebrations was the return to our in-person Sunday children’s ministry.  At the end of the 
morning, it was so lovely to watch the hill come alive with people flying kites!  With the 
anticipated return, we have successfully established 5 teaching teams.  Teaching 2 weeks at a 
time, we have a 10-week rotation, and our kids have great connections to caring adults in the 
congregation.  FirstLink also re-established its rotation, and currently work on a 6-week schedule. 
 
Because of the effectiveness we are seeing in the connection between the At Home boxes and 
Sunday morning ministry times, the At Home boxes have and will continue.  They have been 
edited in their depth of content, but still provide families with conversation and interaction points 
with the weekly Bible focus. 
 
August saw our long-awaited return of Bible Fun Camp.  It was such an amazing week.  22 
campers, 15 teenagers and 12 adult leaders filled our campus.  The Rocky Railroad showed us, 
through Paul’s adventures, that Jesus pulls us through the challenges of life. 
 
We were also excited to have our A2J ministry return, and for this I’ll let Sheyla Gottardo tell you 
what’s going on: 
 
A2J (all to Jesus) 
After 2 years online, A2J had a fantastic comeback.  Together with the youth group, we 
gathered at the end of May with a dinner that was prepared by a few ladies of our 
congregation! 
 
It was a fun night with games and worship music, we had 10 kids (new from another 
congregation and some that don’t belong to any). 
 
We had 3 more meetings after the summer where we carved pumpkins and did crafts.  At the 
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last one they really enjoyed participating with other adults at the art night that Audrey Barton 
organized. The evening ended with us packing shoe boxes and listening to Bible stories. 
Our plan is to continue to have more meetings and trying to reach more kids to hear the gospel. 
 
No ministry runs by leadership alone – our volunteers are key to its success.  Junction Ministries is 
proof of that.  Without the committed teams in FirstLink, Junction, Bible Fun Camp, the Library or 
A2J we just couldn’t accomplish all that we do.  It is indeed a blessing to tend this part of our 
corner in the Kingdom with all who serve our children, families, and community. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diana Loach 
Director of Kids & Family Ministries 
 
Library 
The library has grown with many interesting books being added to our inventory. You will notice 
a themed display in the hallway towards the gym that changes monthly.  Feel free to sign any of 
these books out, or visit the library and peruse the great variety of Fiction, Non-Fiction, and 
Children’s books, as well as DVD’s and CD’s.  Just sign the card in the book, and drop it off in the 
box on the desk. Returns can just be put in the basket on the floor.  As mentioned in the St. Paul’s 
Website above you can access our inventory through the website now. 
 
Submitted by June Mullings 
 
Leading With Care 
The Leading With Care (LWC) Team maintains files on Vulnerable Sector Checks (also known as 
Police Record Checks) and pertinent forms for all Elders, Next Step and Junction 
Teacher/Leaders, FirstLink Volunteers, Youth Group Leaders and church staff. Vulnerable Sector 
Checks need to be renewed every five years. The LWC Team monitors the status of these checks 
to ensure that they are both current and newly obtained for those stepping into positions of trust 
at St. Paul’s. 
 
This year, we also updated our Covenant of Care. The document is signed by those in a 
leadership, teaching or guidance position in relation to children, youth or vulnerable adults at  
St. Paul’s. It sets out a number of promises for responsible conduct that the signatory pledges to 
adhere to. 
 
Fire evacuation procedures are outlined on a card in each pew rack. Everyone is encouraged 
to read it carefully to know the procedure in lining up properly outside the Church, so all can be 
accounted for in the event of a fire. An escape drill was scheduled for July, 2022, and is to be 
repeated in 2023, as required annually by the LWC Policy. The first aid kits in the Church are in 
need of updating. We are grateful to the Board of Managers for addressing the acquisition of 
new ones. We had no Incident Report Forms submitted to the team this year. 
 
The Leading with Care binder, distributed by the Presbyterian Church in Canada, together with 
our own Leading with Care Policy, are filed in the church office. Copies of our Policy are located 
throughout St. Paul’s. The binders are updated as needed. Our LWC Team consists of John 
Mullings, Diana Loach and Karen McCleave.  
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We met in 2022, and have followed up on updates to our Vulnerable Sector Checks. For the 
year ahead, we plan to update our Risk Analysis for the various Ministries and conduct Elder and 
Volunteer training. We would appreciate another member, or two, to carry out our mandate. 
 
Submitted by Karen McCleave, 
Convener, Leading with Care Team 
 

Congregational Life 
 
Ladies Who Serve 
Each Tuesday, God willing, we few ladies gather around a quilt to tie it.  The Lord guided and 
helped us along! 
 
Shawn Kennedy, Chaplain at the Woodbine Racetrack, loaded up his car with our last year’s 
supply, plus bags full of Erma’s knitting.  God guides!  Our prayers go with these gifts that they will 
be a blessing to whoever receives them! 
 
Submitted by June Mullings 
 
Sunday Morning Prayer 
At the beginning of the pandemic, the Sunday morning prayer group pivoted to gather 
together on Zoom every week from 9:15 to 9:55 before the online worship began. There were 
about 6 people who regularly attended this group. In September of 2022 we were delighted to 
be able to gather together in person once again, and the group now meets in the fellowship 
room at 9:30 every Sunday morning. We pray for God's presence during the service, that our 
worship may be honouring to Him, and that lives may be touched by listening to His word.  We 
pray for the needs of individuals and the community. We pray that God will guide the decisions 
made by church leaders, and we ask that His blessings may be poured out through the 
various events, activities and groups that meet throughout the week. Each and every week we 
also notice that there are so many things to give thanks for.  You are invited to join us in prayer 
before worship each week. Everyone is welcome, including those who may wish to just sit and 
listen. 
 
Submitted by Janet Odenwald     
 
Women’s LifeConnect group 
Our group meets every Tuesday morning on Zoom. Although we began our Zoom calls due to 
Covid, we continue to meet on line. We grab a coffee in our own homes, and grow in our faith. 
How do we do that? Our weekly discussions are based on questions from Pastor Jeff’s sermon. 
The questions lead our discussion, allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us as we listen to others, 
reflect and receive. We pray for each other and our “neighbours” by weekly prayer requests.  
 
Our relationship with the seniors at St Paul’s and those in the Seniors Building in Nobleton, 
continues to grow. (Homemade Christmas cookies and The Daily Bread devotionals were 
gratefully received by all, this past December.) We also helped with a youth dinner at St Paul’s 
inviting the kids back from a long season of not being able to gather because of Covid. I would 
be remiss not to mention the loss of our dear friend and sister in Christ, Hendrika, who passed 
away in November 2022. We were all personally touched by Hendrika’s trust and love for the 
Lord, and how we saw her continually reaching out to those around her, despite her illness and 
pain. As we continue on in 2023, we too are greatly encouraged to boldly reach out as we 
connect to God, grow in our faith in Christ, and serve. 
 
Submitted by Kim Newediuk 
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Wednesday Evening LifeConnect Group 
LifeConnect Group on Wednesday night is a small group. We have room for more people if you 
are interested. Most of the time we Zoom the meetings from 7:30 to 8:30pm. Sometimes some of 
us will meet at the church to Zoom with the others together. We follow questions that Pastor Jeff 
sends us that are connected to his sermon on Sunday morning. 
 
We really enjoy getting together. We laugh together. We pray together and study together. 
We also have an email prayer list that we share with each other during the rest of week.  
We also have gotten together for a Pot Luck Supper and hope to do more of that this year.  
If you are interested in joining our group, send us an email to ajvanloenen@gmail.com. 
 
Submitted by Joanne and Art Van Loenen 
 
Outreach Ministries 
 
Drive-Thru Prayer 
“Every Time We Pray – We Change . . . The World”. 
“Why are you doing this?” we were asked. Our answer, “We are doing this because what Jesus 
Christ has done for us is too good to keep to ourselves, we must share it with others.” 
 
This year, St. Paul’s Church in Nobleton hosted its second year of “Drive-Thru Prayer” events in the 
church parking lot. From Spring to November, on the first and third Wednesday afternoons of the 
month, we greeted passers-by and prayed for those who drove in with a specific request. 
 
It was clear every time someone drove in that they needed us to be there to pray for them at 
that time. It was an honour to take the needs and concerns of those who had the courage to 
drive up and request prayer to Our Heavenly Father. In addition to praying for the people who 
drove in, we also greeted the drivers and occupants of as many cars as we could when they 
drove by. We waved and smiled and prayed as we held up our welcoming signs by the side of 
busy King Road. We greeted more than 1,800 vehicles travelling westbound on King Road 
each time. 
 
The more times we greeted drivers, the quicker they were to respond by waving back, blowing 
their horns or signaling to us in various ways that we have connected with drivers in our 
community as they passed by. 
 
As the summer progressed, the regular drivers were often waving to us in advance of them 
driving by the church, already expecting to see us there. We also received some amazing 
testimonies from people we prayed for last year who came back to report what God had done 
in their lives and to thank us for praying for them! Some have also joined us for worship on 
Sundays. 
 
Submitted by 
Irene Klatt    
 
St. Paul’s Website  
The church website had a feature added in 2022 which hopefully will contribute to the spiritual 
growth of its members as well as the outside community. The resources in our awesome library 
are now available on the website in a format which makes it easy to locate specific items if only 
the author’s name or some part of the title is known. And even better, you can do it from the 
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comfort of your home or car. There are 5 databases (non-fiction, fiction, youth, DVDs, CDs) 
which can be downloaded and searched.  
The path: Homepage > About > For Members and Adherents > Library Listings > Read More > 
Click on the specific database to download  the pdf file > Search using Edit/Find 
This is one example of the types of additional functionality that may be desired to meet the 
needs of new programs or other ministries in the future and can be easily accommodated by 
contacting the webmaster, Ek Heidebrecht. 
 
In addition to the normal information on a website, stpaulsnobleton.ca  has links to Sunday 
Service live-streams as well as past sermons, provides two-way communication using the 
Connect Card, and makes provision for donating financially online.   
 
Submitted by: Ek Heidebrecht 
 
Christmas Events 
In 2022 the outreach team led three initiatives to share the good news of Christmas with the 
Nobleton community. 
 
First, St. Paul's church was identified on the Christmas in King- Holiday Light Tour Map. This event 
was organized by the King Township Food bank as a fundraiser, and St. Paul's registered to be a 
participant. Thanks to a group of about 10 volunteers who spent a Saturday morning 
decorating, the church parking lot and windows were lit up not only with colourful lights, but with 
images that told the story of Christmas.  The stable scene was floodlit, and for each of the four 
weeks of advent, another JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON sign was added. New to our 
display this year were four signs made from rope lights which read HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and PEACE. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to put St. Paul's on the Christmas map of King Township, and 
spread the joy of the Christmas season with the thousands of drivers who passed by every day 
between December 4th and 31st. 
 
Second, St Paul's had a tent at the Nobleton Tree lighting event held outside the Nobleton 
Library on December 4th. The venue was crowded and many people stopped to stare at the 
manger scene displayed at the front of the tent. Three volunteers from St Paul's chatted with 
people passing by. They handed out nearly 150 cards inviting people to Christmas events at  
St. Paul's. A craft activity was available for children to complete inside the tent. Approximately 
25 children completed the craft and heard the real story of Christmas. In addition, 
approximately 100 manger scene tree ornaments were handed out to children. In total 7 
volunteers helped to carry out this event. 
 
Third, St Paul's hosted the Walk Thru Christmas event on the evening of December 17th. This 
event, held in the parking lot, invited guests to walk through 7 stations, each one telling a 
different part of the Christmas story.  There were the centurions, the census takers, the Inn 
Keeper, Mary and Joseph, the shepherd with his real live sheep, the wise men, and the angels. 
Each guest received a passport for their journey that walked them through Christ's miraculous 
story and invited them to continue to seek His wisdom and guidance on their own journey. Once 
guests had completed the outdoor tour, they were invited inside to share hot chocolate, Timbits 
and conversation. The census takers recorded 39 Guests, and there were several small children 
who may not have signed in. It seemed as though at least half of the guests were visitors not 
associated with St. Paul's congregation. Some of these people reported having received the 
invitation card at the Nobleton tree lighting event. Approximately 23 volunteers on the night of 
the event, and 4 volunteers engaged in preparation activities helped to make this event a 
success. Some of our youth were included in these volunteer roles. A big THANK YOU goes out to 
everyone who made this event possible. 
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Victoria Day Weekend  
St. Paul’s opened up the parking lot for free parking and use of the bathrooms for people 
coming to watch the now infamous Nobleton fireworks.  We took advantage of this time to offer 
drinks and goodies as people stopped by to use the bathroom or grab a refreshment. We 
handed out every last copy of the Our Daily Bread devotional.  One couple had never been 
inside a church and just looked in awe at the sanctuary and asked many good questions, their 
faces covered with big smiles. There were 6 volunteers – thank you to the parking attendant, 
Mike Newediuk, as this was a task. The parking lot was full to the brim, so somebody was needed 
to make sure people didn’t “make up” parking spots.  It was a terrific evening with over 70 
people being served refreshments. 
 
Submitted by Janet Odenwald 
 
St. Paul’s Love Bags Program 
Spreading the LOVE of the Lord and the LOVE of our neighbours, the distribution of St. Paul’s 
Love Bags began December 2021.  With the congregation's 2021Christmas Offerings providing a 
strong start.  Over the past year we have distributed over 600 Love Bags to those in need.  The 
Love Bags contain a devotional, personal hygiene items and cleaning products that are 
essential but often times not affordable to some during these challenging times.  The number of 
recipients has increased through 2022 primarily due to the rising cost of inflation and the impact 
of COVID on many families not being able to work.  The ongoing support of the congregation as 
well as donations from the community are appreciated. We see God’s hands at work in all we 
do.  The Love Bags are packaged by Nancy Boyd and Ida Haesler for the third Saturday of each 
month when recipients also pick up their Food Bank supplies.  Many thanks to all of you who 
continue to support this wonderful program. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Boyd 
 
 
Mission Team 
The mission team exists to increase our congregational awareness of God’s work in the world, 
and of opportunities to participate in it. God is doing great things, all over the world, and it is 
always encouraging to hear about it and to know that people’s lives are being changed. 
In 2022 we disbursed $8000 as follows: 
 

• $1000 to Rescue (Songkrua) Cambodia. St Paul’s has been a long-time supporter of this 
very personal ministry started by Marie Ens in 2003. Their mission is to provide a safe haven 
for families living with AIDS, orphan children and destitute elderly women. Rescue 
Cambodia indicated in a fall newsletter that they needed funds to purchase a new van 
and to build a new high school. Blaine Sylvester sent a recent email informing us they 
were able to celebrate Christmas there with an enactment of the Christmas story, a 
communal meal and the distribution of one gift per child and staff member. 
 

• $1000 in support of Carey Jo Johnston’s work with the Canadian branch of Literacy 
Evangelism International. This ministry helps to bring the Word of God to countries through 
a literacy program that uses primers with biblical content. Carey Jo Johnston is involved 
in the construction of the primers used to teach literacy as well as the training of staff. 
Carey Jo does work with LEI both at home and in the field internationally. Carey Jo just 
sent us an update indicating that they have been continuing training educators virtually 
and they are working on developing a new primer to be able to reach a community in 
northern Ethiopia. 
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• $1000 – Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree program – This is a program that partners with local 

church communities to buy presents for the children of incarcerated parents. This year, 
the number of children served by this program increased substantially so our support was 
very much appreciated. 

 
• $1000 to The Scott Mission. The Scott Mission is a Christian, non-denominational, faith-

based street mission in downtown Toronto, serving the poor and needy of the city. We 
donated these funds during a matching campaign that was held during the summer. This 
allowed the impact of our contribution to be doubled. 

 
• $1000 to the Canadian Bible Society to help fund their project of translating bibles to 

indigenous languages in Canada. Over 1.6 million people in Canada identify as 
Indigenous and 63% of First Nations people in Canada self identify as Christian.  The 
projects supported translating the Bible into the Mohawk and Inuktitut languages, along 
with other languages read by indigenous people in Canada. 

 
• $1000 to Faith Comes by Hearing which produces, among other audio products, the 

Proclaimer Audio Bible for distribution to congregations with limited resources in their 
language or may be illiterate. The amount sponsored will cover the cost of 10 Proclaimer 
Units. 

 
• $1000 to Christian Salvage Mission which is a mission organization that recycles new and 

used surplus literature and ships it to needy nations worldwide as funds allow. 
 

• $1000 to the Presbyterian Church for relief efforts to the Ukraine. 
 

• Two additional Missions donations outside of the Missions program to report: the Bible Fun 
Camp donations of $930 was designated for Rescue Cambodia and a donation was 
received in the amount of $100 designated for Samaritan’s Purse. 
 

In November, we had our annual Operation Christmas Child drive. Operation Christmas Child 
works with congregations and individuals to pack shoeboxes filled with toys, school supplies and 
hygiene items to be distributed to lower income countries. They also follow up with a  
discipleship program called The Greatest Journey. This has led to many shoebox recipients 
becoming followers of Jesus. We enjoyed being back together this year for the potluck packing 
lunch held at the church. 
 
We invite ideas and suggestions for where St. Paul’s should continue to give and continue to 
send members to invest in God’s work all over the world. Please speak with any member of the 
Missions Team. We would love to hear from you! The Missions team is comprised of Nancy 
Boyd, Sheyla Gottardo, Ek Heidebrecht, June Mullings and myself. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Boyd, 
on behalf of Ashley Boultbee 
 
 

IF YOU MADE IT THIS FAR…thanks for reading!  Please keep our church in prayer, 
and find ways to serve your neighbours.  Being the hands and feet of Jesus in 
the community is a great privilege and a high calling!  May the Lord give us a 
blessed and adventure-filled 2023 as we strive together to encourage people 
to connect with God, grow in Christ, and serve in community! 


